
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL SHORT NOTES 

MODULE-3 
 
 

 

 DR. WAHEED ALAM 

Assistant professor , 

Faculty of law 

Shia P.G. college ,lucknow 



THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The League of nation was the first major initiative for establishing a permanent international 

organization for maintaining global peace and security. The idea of an international organization 

having it principal mission of control and resolution of international conflict put forward by 

Jeremy Bentham (he visualized a “congress or diet”) composed of representatives of each 

country, would save as a “common court of judicature “to settle “any difference of opinion” 

between two nations. Bentham proposed a system of gradual sanctions culminating in armed 

action1. This was given a concrete form in the League of Nations by the US President Woodrow 

Wilson in his Fourteen point Programme.US, however, could not become a member of the 

League of Nations. 

 Principal organs of the League of Nations 

For implementing the action of the League under the covenant, the following were the principal 

organs of the League of Nations. 

The Assembly 

The Assembly It consisted of the representatives of the members of the States. Each was entitled 

to send not more than three representatives but had one vote Assembly was to meet at stated 

intervals and from time to time, as occasion may require, at the seat of the League, Geneva or at 

such other place as may be decided upon. There was no demarcation of functions of the 

Assembly the Council. Both the Assembly and the Council were to deal with any matter with in 

the sphere of action of the League or affecting the peace of the world2 .The other functions of the 

Assembly were to admit new members by a two-thirds majority,3  to select four members of the 

Council4 and by majority vote to approve additional members of the Council, to make rules by a 

two-thirds majority for election of non-permanent members of the Council, to approve the 

appointment of the Secretary General, and to apportion the expenses of the League among its 

members. 



The Council 

The Council consisted of the US (but US never became a member of the League and in its place 

another State was elected by the Assembly), Britain, France, Italy and Japan with four other 

members elected by the Assembly. The Council, with the approval of the Assembly, could name 

additional members. The meetings of the Council were to be held from time to time as may be 

necessary. But one meeting in a year was a must5.                                                                                                                                                      

      The functions of the Council included the nomination of additional members to the Council 

with the approval of the majority  of the Assembly, to formulate plans for reducing armaments,6 

and to make Endeavour to settle disputes between States7' and wide-ranging powers with regard 

to guarantee against aggression. 

The Secretariat 

The Secretariat e Secretariat consisted of a Secretary General and such secretaries and staff as 

may be necessary. The Secretary General, except the first, was to be appointed y the Council 

with the approval of majority of the Assembly.8  

The League of Nations had two autonomous bodies, namely, the PCIJ and the ILO9. 

 

Reasons for the failure of the League of Nations 

The League of Nations had come into existence with the efforts of the Allied and Associated 

Powers. Some neutral States were also invited. The Covenant of the League of Nations was a 

part of the Treaty of Versailles. The covenant was not clear. The States generally did not 

cooperate with it. The functions of the Assembly and the Council overlapped in several areas. 

The other reasons of its failure were as under: 

1) It was assumed that the US would not only be a contracting party but an active executant 

member also. But the US Senate refused to consent to the ratification of the treaty and the 

US stayed out of the League of Nations. This made the League very weak. 



2) The League of Nations was made a part of the Treaty of Versailles. Germany, defeated 

by the Allied and Associated Powers, took the League as a symbol of its defeat and tried 

to weaken it. 

3) The disarmament conference failed. Germany started armament and the League of 

Nations failed to check Germany. 

4) The League, dedicated to the prevention of aggression, watched and debated helplessly 

while Japan invaded Manchuria; Italy attacked Ethiopia; and Germany marched into 

Rhineland, Austria and Czechoslovakia. Finally, Russia attacked Poland in 1939. The 

League could not stop these aggressions. 

5) The League of Nations was not a universal organization although its functions were 

universal. 

6) There was no clear demarcation between the functions of the Assembly and the Council. 

This created problems and no one organ would exert its position.   

7) The rule of "unanimity" was yet another major drawback of the covenant. Both the 

Assembly and the Council required the consent of all members in every decision. This 

rule paralyzed the working of the League because States were divided on their interest 

lines                                                                                                                                                                                               

8) If a member of the League did not agree to an amendment of the covenant, that State 

would cease to be a member of the League under Article 26. This resulted in reduction of 

the members of the League.      

9) The covenant in Article 1(3) made provision for withdrawal from member-ship. This also 

reduced the membership of the League. 

10)  The League was without teeth. It had no power to settle international disputes peacefully. 

It lacked effective machinery to carry out its decisions. 

11)  The States, members of the League had a right to withdraw from the organisation and 

whenever an action was proposed against a state, it withdraw from it. 

12)  The decision of the council were not binding on the members. 

13)  The covenant did not prevent war but only put a procedural restraint on it. 

14)  In case of aggression, the League had no effective method to prevent it. 

Cumulatively, the League was not well equipped to carry out its objectives of achieving 

international peace and security, and consequently the nations descended into the world 



war II. In April 1946, the League of Nations was dissolved by a resolution of the 

Assembly. 
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